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EDITOR
by Elliot Horton
Morgantown Public Library

"The barbarians have cdone it again”
seems a sultzsble responsc to t) e news
that the new state budget, far from
increasing state furds to libraries,
actually cuts such aid.again. The
current budget appropriation is $8,352
less than last year's and $14,952 lover
than the year before that; in effect
adding insult to injury. Such a pro-
gressicn, in the face of ever increas-
ing inflation and the material rewards
orientation of our society, clearly
indicates the value of libraries in the
estimation of the majority. Clearly
there has been little or no commni-
cation or pressure on the legislators
from the library public. Evidently
it has been assumed that lip service
will scomekow magically sclve all
library problems,

I AL

Dore Ruth Parks, Executive Secre-
tary of the West Virginia Library
Commissiecn, has indicated that "We're
disappointed"; I perscnally am dis-
custed and enraged. After facing
possible loss of Federal furding and
curtailment of services because of
inadequate funding on the local level
it is appalling to face the same prob-
lem on the state level: states myst
spend a certain amount on libraries fi
quelify for Federzl assistance.

We librarians seem to have a geniug
for accepting adversity aquiescently.
It is small comfort to know that after
the horse has been stolen we will
have lots of help in locking the door;
that to those who will be telling us
"If I had only known..." we can say
"T told you so".
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by Elliot Horton
Morgantown Public Library

"The barbarians ha dore it again"
seems & suiteble response Lo tle news
that the new state budget, far frem
increasing state funds to librarics,
actually cuts such aid .again. The
current budget appropriation is $8,7352
less than last year's and $14,552 lower
than the year before that; in effect
adding insult to injury. Such a pro-
gressicn, in the face of ever increzs-
ing inflation and the material rewards
orientation of our society, clearly
indicates the value of libraries in the
estimation of the majority. Clearly
there has been little or no commini-
cation or pressure on the legislators
from the library public. Evidently
it has been assumed that lip service
will somehow magically solve all
library problems,
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Dora Ruth Parks, Execulive Secre-
tary of the West Virginia Library
Commissien, hes indicated that "Welss
disaprointed™; I personally am dis-
gusted and enraged. fter facing
rossible loss of Federal furding and
curtailment of services because of
inadequate funding on the local level
it is appalling to face the same pre
lem on the state level: states must
spend a certain amcunt on libraries &
guelify for Federcl assistance.

We librarians seem to have a geniuf
for accepting adversity quiescently,
It is smazll comfort to know that aftes
the horse has been stolen we will
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that to those who will be telling us
"If I had only known..." we can say
"T told you so".
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"The barbarians have dorne it again”
seems a suiteble response to tl2 news
that the new state budget, far from
increasing state funds to librarics,
actually cuts such aid .again., The
current budget appropriation is $8, 7352
less than last year's and $14,352 lower
than the year before that: in affect
adding insult to injury. Such a pro-
gressicn, in the face cf ever incresc-
ing inflation and the material rewsrds
orientation of our society, clezrly
indicates the value of libraries in the
estiration of the majority, Clearly
there has been little or no commini-
cation or pressure on the legislators
from the library rublic. Evidently
it has been assumed that lip service
wlll scmehow nagically sclve all
library problems,

Dora Ruth Parks, Executive Secre-
tary of the West Virginia Library
Commission, has indicated that "We'ss
disappointed"; I personally am dis-
gusted and enraged., After facing
rossible loss of Federal furding and
curtailment of services because of
inadequate funding on the local level
it is appalling to face the same probe
lem or the state level: states must
spend a certain amount on libraries 8
cuelify for Federel assistance.

We librarians seem to have a geniis
for accepting adversity quiescently.
It is small comfort to know that afte
the horse has been stolen we will
have lots of help in locking the coon
that to those who will be telling us
"If T had only known..." we can say
"T told you sof,
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by Elliot Horton
Morgantown Public Library

"The barbarians have cone it again"
seems a suiteble responsc to tl=2 news
that the new state tudget, far frem
increasing state furds to librarics,
actually cuts such aid .againe The
current budget appropriation is $8,352
Less than last year's and $14,252 lover

han the year before that; in affect
adding 1nsult to injury. Such a pro-
gressicn, in the face of ever incress-
ing inflation and the materlal rewards
orientation of our society, cles 1y
indicates the value of llbrarlca in the
estimation of the majority, Clearly
there has been little or no commini-
cation or pressure on the legislators
from the library public. Evidently
it hes been assumed that lip service
will somehow nagically solve all
library problems.

Derz Ruth Parks, Executive Secre-
tary of the West Virginia Library
Cormmosmn, hes indicated that "Welr
disaprointed"; I personally am dis-
gusted and t,nmgod. After facing
ressible loss of Federal furding and
curtailment of services because of
inadequate funding gr. the locel level

it is appalling to face the same probe

lem or the state level: states must

spend a certain amount on libraries t&

avalify for Feder:l assistance.

We librarians seem to have a genius
for accepting adversi ty quiescently,
It is small comfort te know that aftes
the horse has been stolen we will
have lots of help in locking the doon
that to those who will be telling us
"If T had only known..." we can say
"T told vou so".
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by Elliot Horton
Morgantown Public Library

"The barbarians have done it agzin"
seems a sulteble response to tle news
that the new state budget, far from
increasing state funds to libraries,
actually cuts such aid.again. The
current budget appropriatiocn is $8,352
less than last year's and $14,352 lover
than the year before that; in effect
adding insult to injury. Such a pro-
gressicn, in the face of ever increas-
ing inflaticn arnd the material rewards
orientation of our society, clearly
indicates the value of libraries in the
estimation of the majority. Clearly
there has been little or no commni-
cation or pressure on the legislators
from the library public. Evidertly
it has been assuvmed that lip service
will scmelhow magically solve all
Jibrary problems.
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Dora Ruth Parks, Executive Secre
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"The barbarians have done it agzin"
seems a suitable response to tie news
that the new state budget, far from
increasing state furds to librarics,
actually cuts such aid.again, The
current budget appropriation is $3,7352
less than last year's and $14,352 lover
than the year before that; in effect
adding insult to injury. Such a pre-
gressicn, in the face of ever increas-
ing inflation and the material rewards
orientation of our society, clearly
indicates the value of librariess in the
estiration of the majority. Clearly
there has been little or no commni-
cation or pressure on the legislators
from the library public. Evidently

it has been assumed that lip service
will somehow magically sclve all
library problems,

Dera Ruth Parks, Executive Secre-
tary of the West Virginia Library
Commi ssion, hzs indicated that "We're
disapreointed"; I personally am dis-
gusted and enraged. After facing
possible loss of Federal furding and
curtailment of services becausze of
inadeguate funding gn the loczl level
it is appalling to face the sams prob-
lem onn the state level: states must
spend a certain amount on libraries &
qualify for Federzl assistance.
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