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FROM THE PRESIDENT'!S DESK

Greetings, Fellow Members,

_ I wish to take this opportunity to thank all of you for
glving me the privilege to serve as President of the West Vir-
ginia Library Association. I appreciate the confidence that
g@u have expressed in me, and I accept this responsibility
with devotion and humillty.

I would also 1like to take this opportunity to welcome
the Association the two new sections which were officially
me at the last annual conference - the Special Libraries
tion and the Trustees Section. I am sure these new sections
11l serve to strengthen the Association and librarianship in
Virginia.

If librarianship is to meet the many needs of this
tate, a strong professional organization is essential and
will need support by all persons interested in libraries., I
| asking each of you for your generous support throughout the
atire year.

The first meeting of the Executive Board for this year
held in Parkersburg on December 2, 1361. Reports from
éaxd members and committee chairmen were received. The Board
roved the budget for the year and also approved a 1list of
ommittees, Many of you will be called upon soon to serve the
sociation by working on committees, I am sure you will ac-
ept these responsibilities when asked to do so.

Best wishes for a prosperous and successful New Year.

John E. Scott, President
West Virginia Library Association
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Conference Report

WVLA Conference 1961

The 46th annual conference of the West Virginia Library Associa-
‘tion, held in Charleston October 13-14, had as its theme: "Li-
‘braries in the Sixties; West Virginia Goals for Action."

% ;f the Conference business session Friday morning, the following
action was taken:

1. WVLA adopted the 1961 ALA amendment to the Library Bill
of Rights, which adds a new paragraph: "The rights of an
individual to the use of a library should not be denied
or abridged because of his race, religion, national
origins, or political views."

2. Resolutions and awards. Resolution was adopted commend-
ing State School Superintendent Rex Smith for recommend-
ing the establishment of the position of State School
Library Supervisor. Resolution was adopted commending
those active in the formulation and enactment of Senate
Bill 99, amending the Publiic Library Law of West Vir-
ginia., Honorary membership in the Association was
extended to Miss Ora Peters, retired librarian of Con-
cord College, for the outstanding work which she had done
over a long period of time in the State, particularly in
the training of teacher librarians.

% Election of officers.

4, Petition received requesting Sectional status for Trus-
tees, and such status voted.

;% the business session Saturday afternoon Sectional status for
the Special Libraries group was voted.

At the first general session, 14 proposed goals for action were
presented and were officially adopted by the Convention body.

Grace Stevenson, Deputy Director of the American Library
: iation, talked of "National Goals for Libraries" at the
Friday luncheon. This was followed by buzz sessions, with
participants suggesting ways to attain each goal.

Jinm Comstock, Editor of The West Virginia Hillbilly, was the
banquet speaker. Mr. Comstock recalled many literary figures in
Virginia, by giving clues until the audience could guess
identy of the person described. Among the persons mentioned
: Frank L. Stockton, Melville Davisson Post, Leo Brady,
Skidmore, Margaret Prescott Montague, Holmes Alexander,

L. Reed, Mary Lee Settle, John Caruso, William Robinson
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Leigh, Mrs. Alex McVeigh Miller, Rebecca Harding Davis, Lyman
vhpeland Draper, Roger Price, Ambrose Bierce, Joseph Hergesheimer,
is Grubb, Hobert Skldmore, Louise McNeil Pease, John Peale
‘Bishop, Jacqueline Reed, Julia Davis, and John Henry.

Sectional meetings were held Saturday morning, with election of
‘new sectional officers, and with varied programs:

The College Section had an address by Richard Gardner, Li-
brarian, Marietta College (Ohlo) regarding 'Constructlng
a college library in the 60!s", and a panel discussion on
"Buying for the Academic Library in the 60!s." This
Section voted to change its official title to: "College
and University Libraries Section."

"Public Libraries use national librar y week to implement
goals" was the subject of a panel discussion in the Public
Libraries Sectional meeting.

The School Libraries Section discussed ways of attaining
their goal of a State School Library Supervisor.

The Special Libraries Section toured the libraries at Union
Carbide'!'s Technical Center.

The Trustees Section discussed "West Virgimia public library
law relating to trustees, and, Goals for the Section."

Miss Mildred Stibitz, Public Relations Director of the Dayton
| Montgomery County Public Library (Ohlo), used as her Saturday
icheon topic "Public Relations and Attaining the Goals."

The £inal general session included reports from the Friday buzz
sessions, and comments by Mrs. Stevenson, regarding "Steps to-
vard the Goals. "

Ir, Robert McClarren, President, summarized the Association's
jear, noting these accomplishments: Amendment to the Public.Li-
 Law, Assistance in securing increase in Library Commission
et, Selection and definition of goals, Receipt of grant for
ol libraries project, Increased membership, Increased member
rticipation, Formation of two new sections.

fr, John Scott, incoming President, declared that 1960/61 had
] a good year for the Association, and that the implementation
[ the goals would be the chief work for the following year.

lest Virginia Library Association Officers and Sectional Chairman
or the year 1961/62:

President: John E, Scott, Librarian, West Virginia State
College Library, Instltute

First Vice-President (President-Elect): Miss Jane Brugger,

Chief of Technical Processing, Kanawha County Public Li-

brary, Charleston
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- Second Vice-President: Floyd Miller, Chief Reference Librarian,
- West Virginia University Library, Morgantown

Secretary: Miss Idair Smookler, Librarian, Research Depart-
ment Library, Union Carbide Technical Center, South
Charleston

Treasurer: Mrs. Alice Bauer, Chief Technical Processes Li-
brarian, West Virginia University Library, Morgantown
Immediate Past President: Robert R. McClarren, Librarian,
Huntington Public Library, Huntington

College & University Libraries Section: Miss Josephine Fidler,

Librarian, Alderson-Broaddus College Library, Philippi
Public Libraries Section: Mrs. Lucile McNary, Librarian, Alpha

- and Harrison-Upshur-Lewis Regional Libraries, Sutton

School Libraries Section: Miss Barbara Joachin, Librarian,

- DuPont High School, Belle

Special Libraries Section: Miss Idair Smookler, Librarian,

Research Department Library, Union Carbide Techn1ca1 Center,

South Charlieston

Trustees Section: Perry E. O'Brien, Alpha Regional Library

‘Board, Ripley






