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FROM THE PRESIDENT!S DESK

The old saying, "Don!'t swap horses in the middle of the

stream,” was disregarded recently by the West Virginia Library As-

_Esiation when Michael Reynolds, president, resigred and moved to

Indiana in June to accept a new position, thus moving your vice-
resident-president elect up to the presidency.

As your new president, I want to remind you of our annual

conference which will be held at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in
'?7'ksburg on October 16, 17, and 18. Before Mr. Reynolds left, he

rranged the program for the conference, securing several outstand-

ing speakers in the library field. Read the details in the advance
rogram recently mailed to you. One significant change in the pro-

this year is for the benefit of school librarians; that is,

the scheduling of most of the conference events for Saturday rather
thar on Friday as in previous conferences. This change was made in
he hope that more school librarians might be able to attend. Miss
harlotte Bailey, librarian of the Clarksburg Public Library,is
he chairman of local arrangements and she has been busy planning
or your comfort and enjoyment.

This is the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the West

lirginia Library Association and we can be proud of its progress

ind accomplishments. However, we still have a lot of room for im-

vement both in securing new members and in more active participa-
n by the present membership.

Come, help us celebrate our fiftieth anniversary. We need

support.

Mary Louise Graham
President
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H-E-L-P H-E-L-P

I wonder if the West Virginia Library Association doesn!t

need me. I think I may need it. I am a school librarian serving
in 2 small school located two miles off a dirt road. I have worked
, three summers at school, to become certified, and this is an
achievement that was realized only last year. I am proud of . our
school library and I am amazed by what we have been ahle to accom-
plish considering the small budget It've had. You see, I have not
jﬁmys been a librarian, I was pressed into service when my princi-
f{l said we had to have a library and a 1librarian or our school
would not be accredited. It was quite a change of pace for me, a
akblogy teacher! It was difficult at first, doing the planning from
‘scratch, and I do mean scratch. I've tried so hard to do what I
el is right and so much of the time I've had to go it alone. But
I say, now I'm very proud of our library and I know that the
nil ﬁungsters in our school really appreciate having it. You can tell
this by the use they are making of it, the books in circulation,
radk :ié-eagerness to seek answers beyond the confines of the textbook.
For me it has been a rewarding experience, watching our school 1li-
% brary grow. It hasn't grown fast, but it has grown. Now I!ve been
told that the study hall will be moved into our library. Six peri-
g ods a day of study hall. Will I have to be certified for this? How
I give library service, teach two biology classes and become
e tified 1in study hall? This makes all of our efforts to have a
library seem pointless. Can anyone help me? Does anyone else have
this problem? Is there some organization that can plead with a
L0 louder voice than mine for a chance to let the library serve as it

should? Perhaps if I meet with other librarians..can anyone help me?

C.D.P.
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H-E-L-P H-E-1-P

I wonder if the West Virginia Library Association doesn't
?yﬁd me. I think I may need it. I am a school librarian serving
in a small school located two miles off a dirt road. I have worked
‘hard, three summers at school, to become certified, and this is an
- achievement that was realized only last year. I am proud of - our
'school library and I am amazed by what we have been ahle to accom-
ﬁgish considering the -small budget Itve had. You see, I have not
always been a librarian, I was pressed into service when my princi-
said we had to have a library and a 1librarian or our school
;@nld not be accredited. It was quite a change of pace for me, a
ﬁn&ogy teacher! It was difficult at first, doing the planning from
scratch, and I do mean scratch. I've tried so hard to do what I
feel is right and so much of the time I've had to go it alone. But
as I say, now I'm very proud of our library and I know that the
youngsters in our school really appreciate having it. You can tell
th by the use they are making of it, the books in circulation,
the eagerness to seek answers beyond the confines of the textbook.
For me it has been a rewarding experience, watching our school 1li-
brary grow. It hasn't grown fast, but it has grown. Now I've been
told that the study hall will be moved into our library. Six peri-
ods 2 day of study hall. Will I have to be certified for this? How
can I give library service, teach two biology classes and become
ified in study hall? This makes all of our efforts to have a
library seem pointless. Can anyone help me? Does anyone else have
th problem? Is there some organization that can plead with a
Jouder voice than mine for a chance to let the library serve as it

uld? Perhaps if I meet with othexr librarians..can anyone help me?

C.D.P.
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LOOKING BACKWARD

Short History of Public Libraries in West Virginia

by

E. Frances Jones

It may be some consolation for today!s librarians to learn

that the delinquent borrower is not jusi a modern phenomenoan. Hark-
ing back to the records cf Wheeling's Library Company we find the
librariar warning, "Shareholders are required to take notice that
unless arrearages are settled with the treasurer members will be
. bited with weekly cumulations of twenty-five cents respectively."
The year was 1807.

This 1library at Wheeling grew out of an idea which stemmed

. om Colonial America. Ben Franklin had created the Library Company

[

of Philadelphia in 1783%. Wheeling was a hub of frontier development
in western Virginia. Since books were a very scarce item, early 1li-
braries were status symbols for the intellectuals of the day. These
libraries were subscription libraries supported through memberships.
The roster was open on an equal basis to those who could pay the
-f~s, but there was no public tax support. And though the bookstore
?l Wheeling was reported to have fallen on hard times the 1library

flourished for many years.
In the first half of the nineteenth century West Virginia's
libraries often acquired more of the format of a literary society.

This was not true of two in the Monongahela River district, the






