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WEST VIRGINIA EVALUATES HER SCHOOL LIBRARIES
by
Olive lewis

On all sides we hear and see evidences of an increasing
awareness of the role which the school library plays in the
educational process. In November, 1959, the National Asso-
ciation of Secondary-School Principals devoted an entire is-
sue of its excellent BULLETIN to various aspects of "The
Effective Secondary-School Library." One emphasis of the
recent National Library Week was on the library within the
school. Administrators are recognizing the necessity of
building up collections in their schools and are competing
for the services of an inadequate supply of trained librari-
ans. Consideration is being given to tkhe necessity of in-
cluding some library training in the education of all teach-
ers, and widespread attention is being accorded the new
statement of school library standards, published in 1960.

Is all this excitement justified or is it the result of
clever propaganda on the part of the library profession? 1Is
the library one of those expendable frills which have elic-
ited in recent years thundering volleys of adverse criticism
or is it one of the most indispensable departments of the
whole teaching program? Can several sets of encyclopedias
and the annual acquisition of one or two hundred dollars?!

worth of books serve as a library or must that designation

be reserved for a vital program, encompassing a collection









