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THE SCHOOL LIBRARY STANDARDS IN WSST VIRGINIA
by

Rosalie R. Baker

Implementation of the new Standards for School Library Pro-
grams in all secondary schools in West Virginia has become the ma-
Jor objective of West Virginia School librarians.

Following the meeting of the School Library Section, West
Virginia Library Association, at the Association'!s annual conven-
tion at Huntington, October, 1959, a request andAplan for a Pilot
Program was submitted to the American Association of School Li-
brarians. This Pilot Program was approved at the Montreal Conven-
tion of the American Library Association, June, 1360. Meanwhile
a status study of schooi library service in all secondary school
libraries in West Virginia was made by the West Virginia Library
Association in cooperation with the School Library Section of the
West Virginia Education Association and the West Virginia Library
Commission.

An important part of the Pilot Program was the appearance
of a school 1library resource person to talk on implementing

hool library standards at the annuzl meeting of the School Li-
ary Section of the West Virginia Education Association at the
ual meeting, October 14, 1960 at Charleston, West Virginia.
Miss Carolyn Whitenack, Associate Professor of Education, Purdue

niversity--a dynamic speaker--was our resource person.
In her speech, Miss Whitenack outlined ways in which school

librarians could improve their services. "No longer should the

ibrary be in just one place in the school; the 1library is in
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many places with many services." She also pointed to the diversi-
ty of modern library services with its use of audio-visual aids,
‘teaching machines, and other educational tools. In closing, Miss
Whitenack urged all librarians to be "informed non-conformists,"

Attending this meeting were eighty-seven school, college and
public librarians; the Assistant State Superintendent of Secondar-
y Schools; several county superintendents and secondary princi-
pals; the President of the West Virginia Congress of Parents and
Teachers; and a representative from the press.

An unexpected dividend was received. Max Lerner, featured
speaker for the opening general session of the West Virginia Edu-
cation Associatio: Convention with 8,300 teachers in attendance,
falled to arrive and Miss Whitenack was substituted.

We have seen several immediate results to our Pilot Pro-
gram and of Miss Whitenacks speech to the teachers. The most im-
portant one has been the request for a workshop for school 1li-
brarians to discuss ways of implementing the standards in West
Virginia.

The resulting conference was held at Cedar Lakes, near
Ripley, West Virginia, on April 7-8, 1961, More than fifty school
librarians met under the able leadership of Miss Olive Lewis,
c airman, School Library Section, West Virginia Education Associa-
tion and Second Vice-President, West Virginia Library Association,

ind with Miss Helen Robinson, Assistant Professor of Library Sci-
gnce, Ball State Teachers College, Muncie, Indiana, as the re-
ce person.

Second, plans were initiated to hold several meetings of

chool librarians in various sections of the state prior to the






