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THE OTHER APPALACHIA

by

Maurice Brooks
(This is an address delivered by Professor Brooks
at the annual meeting of the West Virginia Library
Association on 8 October 1866, at Fairmont, West
Virginia. Professor Brooks was introduced by Miss
Ruth Figgett, First Vice-President of the Associa-
tion. Her remark that "a speaker interested in his
subject makes an interesting speech" leads into
Professor Brooks' initial remark.)

The introduction struck a very happy note in this re-
spect: I think we here in Appalachia need peculiarly to have
people who like and appreciate the region in which we live. I
do not believe that it is possible to write a book about an
area unless you are deeply moved emotionally by that area.

My book, The Appalachians, is sort of a love letter of mine to

the region where I was born and raised and I hope this comes
through to some extent.

In Porgy and Bess that rather questionable character
named Sportin' Life sings a song which is a bit of casuistry--
"It ain't necessarily so," and that has been a great source of
comfort to me and I am sure to a great number of people. When-
ever I hear someone who is too dogmatic in his statements,
someone who 1s positively certain he has the solution to all
things and all wisdom wrapped up in what he has to say, I am
always inclined to think, "It ain't necessarily so." That
particularly applie8 to this region of curs, this Appalachian
Region. If there has ever been an area that has been investi-

gated, written about, studied, and had all sorts of dogmatic
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solutions proposed for our problems, this is it right here.
We've been inflicted by just a boundless flood of surveys and
investigations, conferences, poverty reports, recommendations
for legislative action, federal participation, bureaucratic
decisions. I am not sure these are the hope of Appalachia,
so0 whenever I read these reports I am inclined to think with
Sportin' Life, "It ain't necessarily so." Because there is,
as I hope I may show you, another side to this region.
Tragically enough this region of ours has had a very
poor press. I do not know any person, or any thing that has
been written about with a more unfortunate press than we have
had. And the sad part of this is that a great many of the
persons who have written about us or have prepared reports
about us have been a good distance away. Now distance may
lend enchantment to the view or may give more of a basis for
comparison and more perspective, and I'll admit that there is
a certain value in that. But I also have been struck by the
fact that the persons who are most positive in their state-
ments about what is wrong with us and who are most certain
that they have all the answers are those who have had the
least chance to know us and who have come from the greatest
distances. It seems that there is an inverse ratio here in
our sureness of what these problems are. And I suppose like
most of the rest of the people who were born and raised in
this part of the world I have been a little amused by the
types of people who come to study us. I am sure you are all

acquainted with the surveys and the panels of experts brought
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in, and as I have read some of the investigations and reports
that have brought forth, I have been struck with this. They
have been written by several types of people, but a surprising
number of them are by men of very great wealth. Now maybe
that qualifies them to be authorities on poverty, I don't know.
But in any event they have been men of extreme wealth or they
have been urban sociologists, men and women whose training

has been entirely in urban areas and who have shown by every
word they write and by every deed that they know almost nothing
about living in the country and what country life actually is.
Or they have been highly paid administrators who come in with
a plan. Everybody has a plan. Everybody knows exactly what
he is going to do and if you took the sum of all the plans,

I don't know where we would come out. But we have them all
and you as librarians know that very well because you have

to deal with them. You have to catalog them, and as a con-
sequence you probably know a good deal more about them and
about how many of them there are than I do, and maybe you have
formed some of the same cpinions that I have. In any event,
we have these reports and surveys and it has been amazing to
me that the people who have come to this state have been able
to find exactly what they want to find. No matter where they
come from they arrive with a set of preconceived ideas about
the area. These ideas have become stereotypes and so they see
exactly what they want. Now I have an idea that if I were
younger and wanted to go to Chicago or New York and live a

life of sin I could find what I was looking fcr. It is









