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NOTICE

The Association!s growing membership and financial
strengths, and the Association!s increasing activity in-

dicate the need for 1) the definition of our major 1li-

brary problems, 2) a determination of the most serious
of these problems, and 3) the development of short, me-

dium, and long range plans to solve these problems. For
this purpose a WVLA planning retreat is scheduled for
the Cedar Lakes Conference Center, Ripley, on May 4 & 5.

The cost per person will be about $5.60, including meals
and lodging. Any member of the Association is welcome
to help in this planning of future areas of our activity
and in suggesting programs to solve our problems. Please
write to Robert McClarren, Huntington Public Library,
90C-5th Avenue, Huntington, West Virginia, if you would

like more information or would 1like to attend the re-

treat.
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CAPITOL COMMENTS

by
WVLA Legislative Committee

State Legislative headlines:

Eng. SB99 (Public Library Law) became law March 1, 1061
West Virginia Library Commission!s Budget Request Hearings

February 7, 1961

CHRONOLOGY OF SB99

August 30, 1966 Subcommittee of WVLA Legislative Committee
discussed and drew up preliminary drafts.

Sept., - Oct. 1960 Mr. McClarren, then chairman of the WVLA
Legislative Committee drafted a bill (later
SB39). Arch Riley revised and advised.

January 5, 1961 Approved final draft.
January 27, 1961 Introduced in the Senate by Arch Riley and

Paul Kaufman.
January 27, 1961 Referred to Senate Public Library Committee.
January 28, 1961 WVLA Committee conferred with Mr. Kaufman.
January 31, 1961 Recommended for passage by Senate Committee.
February 3, 1961 Amended on second reading.
February 5, 1961 WVLA President and Commission members conferred

with Mr. Singleton, Speaker of the House, and
Laban White, Chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee, so that bill would be referred to
the House Judiciary Committee when it reached
the floor of the House.

February 6, 1961 Passed Senate (Eng. SB99).

February 8, 1961 Committee conferred with Clerk of the House
Judiciary Committee.

February 17, 1961 Recommended for passage by House Judiciary.

February 20, 1961 Second reading,

February 21, 1961 Passed House
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March 1, 1961 Bill signed by the Governor.

As you know from following the chronology of SB99, many hours
of hard work have gone into the enactment of this successful legisla-
tion.

At this time, as chairman of the Legislative Committee, I
would like to commend our WVLA President, Mr. Robert R. McClarren,
for his untiring efforts in bringing this legislation to the at-
tention of the members of the legislature. Many other members of the
Association are to be commended for their part in this program. Most
important of all, please thank all your Delegates and Senators and
especially Senator Riley and Senator Kaufman for introducing the
bill.

Hearings: February 7

Miss Parks and Mr. McClarren made statements before the House
and Senate Finance Committees on February 7 in behalf of the Com-
mission'!s Budget Request. Their statements were brief and to the
point a;d instigated several pertinent questions from the members
of the Finance Committees. Mrs. John Jones of the Commission, and
Mrs. Margaret Bobbitt, chairman of the WVLA Legisiative Committee,
accompanied them.

Final Budget:

On March 11th the legislature approved the final budget
document. The Library Commission was given a budget of $122,200, a
far cry from the requested $170,984; but nevertheless, a forward
step as the Commission'’s budget has been $99,020 for four years!
The fact that the House Finance Committee appointed a subcommitéee

to study the Commission'!s budget and that the Senate Finance Com-






