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FROM THE FPRESIDENT!'S DESK

By way oif introduction, in this my first official mes-
sage to the VWest Virginia Library Association membership-at-
large, I should 1like to express my gratitude for the confi-
dence you have placed in me. This administration, with your
cooperation and enthusiasm, will continue to strive for the
advancement oI library service and 1librarianship to the ad-
vantage of all Vest Virginians.

In any organization much of what is accomplished--or
left undone--rests principally with the membership. Active
and interested participation in affairs of the Association is
an obligation whicha must be fulfilled. One cannot and must
not impose on a dedicated few, who year after year, accept the
burdens of responsibility. It behooves all of us to share in
the work 1load by giving freely of the commodities of time and
effort,

You will be asked, for example, to assist vigorously in
nembership recruiting campaigns, legislative activity and in
promoting National Library Ueek at the state and local level.

You can start now by urging stafi and trustees to join

and renew their membership in WVIA. lir. Robert McClarren, Li-

brarian of the Huntington Fublic Library, our membership Chair
man, anticipates your assistance and cooperation in making
1960 THE MEMBERSHIF YEAR.

An all day meeting of the Executive Board was held in

Charleston on December 5, 1959. Each member, having received

an advance copy of the agenda, came prepared to consider some




sember 1959 WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARIES -3 -

"TOPICS FOR DISCUSSIOCI."

The 1960 Annual Conference will be held in Wheeling on
October 21-22, 1960. Convention headquarters will be at the
BieClure Hotel., IMiss Virginia &IEbeling, Wheeling, is Conference
Chairman and Mr, William C. liyers, Weirton, is Exhibits Chair-
man.

The Executive Board accepted and approved a budget for
the coming year. Reports were received and filed from section
and committee chairmen.

I should like to extend to each of you the opportunity
0of suggesting topics for discussion to be considered by the
Executive Board at its next meeting. Items subnitted should

carry a brief explanation.

Nicholas Vinowich, President
West Virginia Library Association
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COLLEGE LIBRARY SECTION: FROJECTS FCR 1960

By

John E. Scott, Chairman

As Chairman of the College Library Section of the
West Virginia Library Association, I am very interested in
exploring some of the problems facing college librarians in
the state today. In order to identify these problems, I
wrote a letter to the head librarians of nearly every col-
lege in Vest Virginia asking them to list what appeared to
them to be the most pressing problems facing the college 1li-
brarian. Suggestions were also requested for particular
projects on which the College Library Secticn could work dur-
ing this year.

These letters were mailed to 17 college libraries in-
cluding every college in the state with the exception of
Marshall College and West Virginia University. The librar-
ians of the latter two institutions were contacted personal-
ly at the Executive Board meeting in Charleston on December
5th. Out of the 17 letters sent, I received replies from
the following seven colleges: Bethany, Davis and Elkins,
Fairmont State, Glenville State, Shepherd, West Virginia In-
stitute of Technology and Vheeling.

These 1librarians pointed out many problems in the
state with which college librarians should be concerned. The
following suggestions were selected by the chairman and then
presented to the Iixecutive Board meeting of thne Vest Virgin-

ia Library Association on December 5th as possible projects

to work on for this year.
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1. Seek ways to implement the new ALA standards
for college libraries.

2. Establish an exchange program for duplicate
periodicals among college libraries within
the state. (This could well include other
types of libraries as well).

3. Compile a mimeographed directory 1listing
staff members of each college 1library in
West Virginia, including name as well as ti-
tle of position. Libraries would be listed
alphabetically by name of institution.

4, Change the name of the College Library Sec-
tion to read College and University Library
Section.

5. ©Sponsor a speaker or panel discussion at one
of the main sessions of the annual confer-
ence.

6. Gather information on the uniformity or di-

versity of practice in the several activi-
ties of all college 1libraries in the state
such as acquisition, processing, organiza-
tion, faculty status, etc.

In addition to these, several other major problems or
projects were suggested. I am sure many other college 1li-
brarians could add more to the 1list, It is felt, however,
that these listed will at least give us a nucleous to work
on during the year. The Chairman will be calling upon other
college 1librarians in the near future to assist in working

on some of these projects. Further suggestions are encour-

aged.






