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add faCU.lt] to= treasurer.
rd use and strengthening of library ilre Grieder reported on ¥, ils_Va,
sources in stimulating research and Libraries. He ostinated one hundred
A def- and twenty dollars annually as the a-
Jor ex- mount needed to continuc its publica-
tion,
Prc"idcnt Smith's..ad- The mecting closcd with an ac-
. tlarsh, toastmaster, count of the A, L. A, Convention by
from var- iliss Virginia Ibeling.
who discus- The Saturday afternoon meeting
: library featured 2 pancl discussion on the
ice o the com— National Library Plan, Mrse. Oliver
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THE RITZ COLLECTION AT K, Cu Pe L.
Iires Charles Butler, Librarian

brary in the state, with barely forty
years of history behind it,

The Kanawha County Publiec Li-
brary recently purchased the collec-
tion of books made by tiie late Harold
A. Ritz of Charleston, thereby bring-
ing the library's book stock to
slightly more than 100,000 volumes,
The Ritz Collection, numbering ap=
proximately 8,000 volumes, was offer-
ed for sale to dealers, but when it
became apparent that the bids receiv-
ed on it renwresented only a fraction
of its worth, the board of directors
authorized its purchase by the libra-
Iy

The collection comprises regu-
lar trade editions of works on nis-
tory, Dbiography, and travel; sets of
standard authors in wvarious fields;
and special and limited editions.
Especially rich in American history,
the collection includes approximately
150 titles on Lincoln, many of them
out of print; the Jesuit Relations,
the complete Rivers of America, and
some very good material on Virginia
and Tlest Virginia, such as Burk's
four-volume History of Virginia, and
a first editTon (1705) of Deverley!s
History and Present State of Virginia,
IIso included are an almost complicte
run of the publications ol the Limit-
ed Tditions Club, as well as cxamples
of the publications of the Jjonesuch
Press.

¥ihile the rarce and swecial items
will enrich the library's collections
eonsiderablyr, the Ritz Collection was
purchased chiefly  becauss of the
large number of standard works in it.
Hany out-of-print titles, leng sought
for as replacements, will be once
more available in the libraryl!s col-
lection, and numerous titles will be
added as new,

With the addition of the Ritg
Collection, Kanawvha County Public Li-
orary's book holdings will now be in-
ventoried at slightly over 100,000
volumes, That is still only about
half a book per capita, but makes the
Ko Co Po Lo the second largest Li-
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lilss Helois Dye, Dieector
Elementary Libraries, “.ood County

Recently therc appeared in one
of the Parkersburg newspapers an ar-
ticle concerning the pupil activities
in the 1library of Perkersburg High
Schoole It wes interesting to all
the pupils and parents of ‘Jood County
because Parkersburg High School stue
dents are library consciousas

This story would have been in-
teresting to our readers as well, for
the central figure was liss Ida l.
Peters, a leader in school library
gffairs in 7est Virginia for many
years,

iiss Peters graduated from the
Chautauqua Library School in New Yorke
Following graduation, she came to the
Carnegic Public Library in Parkers—
burg as the assistant to Miss Anna
Taylor, “hile here, her work was
largely in the Childrents and High
School departments,

“hern the new high school was
built in 1917, iiiss Peters was chosen
as head of the library stazff and she
has remained ever since to make Bar-
kersburg High School Library one of
the outstanding libraries in this
section of the country.

iliss Peters has given unsellishe
ly of her +time and energies to place
school libraries on a firm footing in
West Virginiaa She served as chair-
man of the School Libraries Sectilon
Of the Se¢ Le Ae for several y2ars.

After doing some graduate work
at Columbia Library School, she re-
turned to add to hicr work by becoming
Dircctor of Librarics for ‘jooed County.
when those duties became multiplied,
the elementary work was teken over by
anothcr person and iiiss Peters is now
Librarian of Parkershurg High School
and Director of Secondary Libraries
for Viood County.







