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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

As vacation periods draw to a close, there remains an-
other event to be awaited eagerly. I am referring, of course,

to the annual conference of the West Virginia Library Associa

tion which is almost at hand,

I extend to each of you a most corcdial invitation to COME
TO THE CONFERENCE, I feel that you will find the speakers de-
lightful, the progress informative, the exhibits outstanding,
the accommodations attiractive,the conversations scintillating
and VWheeling welcoming.

The responsibility of promoting library service and 1li-
brarianship in West Virginia does not rest exclusively with
librarians. If we are to achieve any degree of success in
accomplishing these goals, we must of necessity depend upon
others to assist in the work that lies ahead. For that rea-
son, it is most important that we urge members of our library
boards, staff and friends to attend the annual conference in
Wheeling on October 21 and 22 so that they may have the op-
portunity of participating in our discussions and plans.

What will one see, hear and do at the WVLA Conference?

Here are some highlights,

1, The program committee, for example, has scheduled a
trustees breakfast meeting (beginning at 8:30 a.m.)
on Saturday, October 22, Mr, Curtis F, Smith, Chair-

man of the Trustees Section, will 1lead the discus-
sion,

2. Ve expect to have 25 outstanding commercial exhibits
this year., Please plan your time so that you will be
able to look them over carefully. All exhibits will
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be located in the irooms directly behind the nezza-
nine and will be open irom 9:00 a,m. to 5:00 p.nm,
You will find new and interesting bcoks, bindings,
supplies and equipment., In addition, Friday, October
21, between the hours of 3:30 p.m., and 5:00 p.m. has

been officially designated as time to VISIT THE EX-
HIBITS,

A reception will be held at tihe Ohio County Public
Library on Friday, October 21 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30
Pem. All members will have an opportunity of meeting
and talking with the conference speakers,

Cur speakers are:

1. HMISS GERMAINE KRETTECK, Director of the American
Library Association's Washington Office, Her ad-

dress will be given.at the first general session
on Friday morning, Octoker 21.

2. DR. ROY BIRD COOK, Pharmacist, historian, author
and friend of West Virginia libraries and 1li-

brarians, Dr, Cook will speak at the Friday
luncheon, Octcber 21,

3. UMARY LEE SETTLE, West Virginia author, whose new
book, KNOW NOTHING, will be published in October,
Copies can be purchased at the convention and

will be autographed., liss Settle will be the
banquet speaker.

4, MISS ELIZABETRH NESBITT, Associate Dean, Carnegie
Institute of Technology, Carnegie Library School,
author, teacher and 1librarian will address the
conference at the Saturday luncheon, Octiober 22,

5. General Sessions - There wiil be two - one each
on Friday and Saturday mornings.,

6. Following the luncheon on Saturday, we suggest

that you plan to visit the libraries in the vi-
cinity:

Mary H, Weir Public Library in Veirton
Ohio County Public Library

Phillips Memorial Library, Bethany College
Wheeling College Library

T« A social hour honoring conference exhibitors
will be held on October 20, Thursday evening be-
ginning at 8:30 p.m.

All persons attending the conference or any of the ses-

sions are expected to register,

The conference registration
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badge is issued upon payment of $1.00 registration fee and
will admit you to all sessions,

The registration form should be returned without delay
so that we may make definite arrangements with the hotel for
the meal events., If you place a reservation in advance and
find that you must cancel, please notify the registration com-
nittee at least 48 hours in advance,

Hotel reservations for the conference period should be
secured as soon as possible, Headquarters willlbe at the
Hotel MclLure,

It has been a privilege for me to serve as President of
the West Virginia Library Association during the past year,
Thank you for giving me that opportunity,

So many persons have been kind and generous with their
time and talent, To each of you I extend my sincerest ap-

preciation,

Nicholas Winowich
President
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WEST VIRGINIA BOOKS FOR
WEGT VIRGINLA SCHOOLS

by

Robert F., Munn
West Virginia University Library

lMore than 3500 books have been distributed to Vest Vir-
ginia high and junior high schools during the past month,.

These books were part of the Vest Virginia Heritage Bookshelf.

Each Bookshelf included twentj—five volumes and tﬁo maps on
all asﬁeéfs'of the State~--history, folklore, literature, eco-
nomics etc, Every county in Vest Virginia received at least
one Bookshelf, with up to five going to the more populous,

The story behind the distribution of the Heritage Book-

shelf is an interesting one. It all started with the feeling
that Vest Virginians often 1lack pride in their State. In
large part, this lack of pride is based on an appalling igno-
rance of the State'!s history and traditiomns, it is true that
the schools of We;t Virginia have done a highly creditable
job in attempting to arouse this pride-based-on-knowledge.
The annual Golden Horseshoe Contest has been perhaps the most
successful venture in this direction, However, the schools
of West Virginia have been handicapped by a serious and long-
standing lacl: of bhooks,

The school libraries in Vest Virginia, with a few nota-
ble exceptions, are far below the national standards. Many
teachers, eager to increase their students' knowledge of the

State, are handicapped by a lack of books. Some of the most
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effective teaching devices--reports, class research projects,
outside reading--are impossible in many schools,

In Hovember of 1959, officials of West Virginia Universi-
ty and the Vest Virginia Foundations, Inc., approached the
Claude Vorthington Benedum Foundation with a proposal design-
ed to help overcome this critical need for books on the
State's history and heritage,

ihe proposal was simple. It includead:

- the placing of a basic library of West Virginiana in
as many schools as possible. The books would deal with
all aspects of the State-~history, literature, natural
resources, folklore, etc. The original goal was at
least 20 volumes in each library.

- the offer of the Vest Virginia University Library to
assume the responsibility of selecting, assembling and
distributing the collections.

The proposal was received enthusiastically by the Board

of Directors of the Benedum Foundation., The Board agreed to
grant the V,V,U. Foundation enough money to place a library

of VWest Virginiana in some 141 high and junior high schools

throughout the State.
Then the fun began « o o ¢« ¢ o
Vhat were the two dozen "best" books on Vest Virginia?
Which of these were suitable for secondary school use?
Should out-of-print books be included? If so, were there
enough copies available at reasonable prices to warrant

their inclusion?









