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he finapcing of 2 library has long

- . accepted as a cultural responsi-

p ty of Government, The federal,

te and local governments throughout

country annually appropriate and

nd money for this purpose, There

 1ittle need here to expound the de~

bility or necessity for making li-

facilities available to people

n every community, Liitraries are your

isiness, A1l that is attempted here

. presentation of a few facts which

t to some of the difficulties

may be encountercd in West Vir-

when financing capital improve~

mts generally and library buildings
; 'mticw-

gre are three main roads which may

Ihllowed leading to a community lie
ary building, The first involves an
appropriation from current re-
s by the governing body. The
d calls for the issuance of bonds
the third utilizes the excess
erty-tax levy. The feasibility of
poh under present-day conditions will
be discussed in the order listed.

pting government costs brought a-

b by rising prices, as well as in-
ed demands for services  have

d 2 great strain upon normal day
day operations, Available tax
peos are limited legally to those
geribed by the legislature and
lcally by the conditions and atti-
obtaining in individual commun-
, Generally, local government in-
in West Virginia during thc past
y years, especially in the munic-
ities has not been sufficient to
y many current nceds and require-
8. This has led to a postponement
witally nceded improvcments over
g entire period with an incvitable
ocipitation of erisis after crisis
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as strcets deterioriate, scwers burst,
fire-fighting cquipment becomes obso-
lcte, and other facilities which re-
quirc (but don't rcceive) regular
maintenance begin to come apart at the
scams, While the financing of capital
improvements through current collce-
tions at best is a difficult undertak-~
ing, in West Virginia cities it ap-
pcars to be an insurmountablc task,.

This leads us quite naturally to the
next method of financing--the salc of
bonds, Since a facility such as a li-
brary has not monetary income potcn-
tial, considecration of a rovenuc bond
scheme of financing can be ruled out
unless it can be tied in with other
revenue-producing community ocnter-
priscs, Our attontion must be dircct-
ed to the typc of bond financing which
commands the full faith and credit of
the community - general  obligation
bonds, Municipalities and counties
have the authority to incur this type

‘of indcbtedness up to an amount cqual

to five percent of their asscssed val-
uation, In most instances this power
has gone unused or has been used only
to a very limitcd extent., In some in-
stances this may be caused by widc-
spread opposition to incurring a type
of indebtedness which rests squarely
upon the pocketbook of the property
owner, but a more formidable deterrent
has resulted from the operation of the
Tax Limitation Amcndment, As inter-
preted by the courts, the provisions
of the Amendment prohibit a tax rate
in excess of the maximum stated there-
in except when necded to repay debts
incurred prior to 1932, or except when
specifically authorized by a vote of
the people., This means that the levy
required to service indebtedness in-
curred since that time must fall with-
in the maximum rate permitted by the
Constitution,

During the fiscal ycar 1953, 84 per
cent of the 216 municipalities, and 70
percent of the 55 counties utilized
the maximun levy for eurrent opcration
purposes, In each of these units a

newly incurred debt lovy would result
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na reduction of revenue available
current operaticns, requiring
a curtailment of the services
rendered or the imposition cf a
revenue produclng means, 1his in-
debt limitation Dbrougnt ahout
limitation bhas effeciively re-—
the outstanding indeltedness of
unties and cities to negligible pro-
ions, While the absence of in-
ess may ‘be heralded as fiscal
ty, it mey also indicate that
sary capital Iimprovements have
en provided,or that faprovenents
_ exist have not becn properly
ained., Thais serves to posipone
or dimprevements which inevitably
become the burden of future gen-~
il o) S.

we rule out a pay-as-you-go plan

general obligation bonds as un~
le, how then can the construc-
of a library building be finanwxd?
B answer seems to revolve around the
the excess property tax levy.
on is made in the Tax Limita-
Amendment for a S0 percent in-
in maxinum rates for three-year
s when approved by a three-
vote of the people. [iring 1953
levies had been laid for vari-
purposes in 43 muni-zipalities and
es. The use of the excess levy
in these units Jor library con-
on must necessarily aweit the
pation of the cwrent authoriza-
In all wnits, the amoumt of
e which may be realized from an
levy will neces:t:ﬂly vary. The
of each unit, thereforc, must
@ first whether or not the addi-
a library should be undecrtaken
* local goveraasnt., I thoe an~
3 in the affirmative, the type
cture they provide will bc de-
by their wiilingness to pay

(Mr. Shamberger presented the
- abovo before the Morgsztowm
Friends of the Library Board
~ in its morthly meoting, Jan-
ary 26, —Editor.)
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Three members of West Virginia Univer-
sity's College of Education faculty,
Dr., Kermit A, Cock, director of stu-
dent teaching, and May Wilt and Mil-
dred Woofter, instructors in Univer-
sity High School, are the authors of a
new ‘tcixibook, STddogg Tsachirg in the
Secongary Svhoo1 (Wm, G, Brown Co.,
%5.00), Designed as a combination
textbook and handbook, the work is in-~
tended as a teaching aid for student
tecachers and supcrvising and critic
teachers in the public schocls. Im-~
petus for the book grew out of threc
sumiers in supervision of  student
teaching workshops.

Two books on West Virgiria logging
days, rccently published, are a novel
for adults and a folkinle for children
In his Riders of tho Flocd (Vantage,

$3.00), Werren E, Tlacrhurst scts his
tzle of rugged adventure in the high
mountain scction of the Greenbricr

River during the great lumbering cra
that flourished at the end of the 1Sth
century. The novel is  illustrated
with historic, logging prints, most of
which are at least sixty years old.
Mr, Blackhurst, a native West Virgin-
ian and gradvate of Glenville State
College, lives at Cass wherc he has
taught in Greenbank High School for
twenty-one years.

The Remarkable History of Tony Beaver
(McRay, #e.75), by Mory B (‘ob«,r_q is
about the legendary lumberman cousin
of Paul Runian. Tony, who was nine-
teen and a half feet tall, with a "big
heart and a quick mind," was an inven-
tor as well as a wcodsman, At Ecl's
Londing he cut down twe trees with a
single stroke of his axe; invented
matches, toothpicks, and the tick in
watches; and grew super-duper water-
mclons and cucumbers., Mrs. Cober, a
Pennsylvenian, now living and teaching
fifsh ¢rade at Endicott, N. Y., has
contributed stories, avrticles, and
puzzles to magazines and nowspapers.
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ina reduction of revenue available
for current operaticns, requiring
gither a curtailment of the services
being rendered or the imposition cf a
nev revenue producing means, This in-
direct debt limitation brougal about
by tax limitation bhas effectively re-
duced the outstanding indeltedness of
gounties and cities to negligible pro-
portions. While the absence of in-
debtedness may be heralded =zs fiscal
frugality, it mey also indicate that
necessary capital Iimprovements have
not been provided,or that iaprovements
Whicn exist have not been properly
minkained, This serves to posipone
furiner improvements which inevitably
Will become the burden of future gen-
erations,

I we rule out a pay-as-you-go plan
and general obligation bonds as un-~
feasible, how then can the construc-
%ion of a library building be finanwd?
The answer seems to revolve around the
ise of the excess propertyr tax levy,
Provision is made in the Tax Limita-
tion Amendment for a 50 percent in-
crease in maxinum rates for thrce<rear
periods when approved by a three-
fifths vote of the people. During 1953
excess levies had heen 1lgid for vari-
Dus purposcs in 43 muninipalities and
8 combics. The use of the excess levy
method in these units Jor library con-
struction must necessarily await the
piration of the currcat avthoriza-~
tion, In all units, the amount of
revenue which may ve realized from an
9xcess levy will necessorily vary. The
voters of each unit, therefore, must
decide first whether or not the addi~
tion of a library should be undertaken
by their local governaent, I the an-
swer is in the affirmatire, the type
of structure they provide will be de~
termined by their wiilingness to pay
the bill,

(Mr. Shamberger presented the
above beforc the Morgzatown
Priends of the Libirary Board
in its morthly mcoting, Jan-
uary 26.-—Editor.)
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Three members of West Virginia Univer-
sity's College of Education faculty,
Dr, Kermit A, Cock, director of stu~
dent tecaching, and May Wilt and Mil-
dred Woofter, instructors in Univer-
sity High School, are the authors of a
new ‘texibook, Shudent Teaching in the
Secongary School. (Wm., C. Brown Co.,
$3.00), Designed as a cecmbination
textbook and handbook, the work is in-
tended as a teaching aid for student
tecachers and supcrvising and critic
teachers in the public schools. Im-
petus for the book grew out of three
sumiers in supervision of  student
teaching workshops.

Two books on West Virgiria logging
days, rccently published, are a novel
for adults and a folktale for children
In his Riders of tho Flocd (Vantage,
$3.00), Werrcn L, Dlacrhwrst scts his
tale of rugged adventure in the high
mountai section of +the Grecnbricr
River duwring the great lumbering cra
that flourigshced at the end of the 1Sth
century. The novel 1is  illustrated
with historic, logging prints, most of
which are at least sixty years old,
Mr, Blackhurst, a native West Virgin-
ian and graduvate of Glenville State
College, lives at Cass wherc he has
taught in Greenbank High School fer
twenty-one years,

The Remarkable History of Tony Beaver
(McKay, &£.75), by Mury BE. Cober, is
abous the legendary lumboermsn cousin
of Paul RBunyvan. Tony, who was nine-
teen and a half feet toll, with a "big
heart and a quick mind," wos an inven-
tor as wcll as a wcodsman, At Eel's
Londing he cut down two trees with a
single stroke of his axe; invented
matches, toothpicks, and the tick in
watchesy and grew super-duper water-
melons and cucumbers, Mrs. Cober, a
Pernsylvenicn, now living and teaching

fifth grade at FEndicott, N, Y., has
contributed stories, articles, and

puzzlecs to magazines and newspapers.







