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COLLECTING WEST VIRGINIANA

By
CHARLES W. SHETLER, CURATOR

WEST VIRGINIA COLLECTION
WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY

The collection of West Virginiana
| the University Library is organized
y to serve the University com—
s« An increasing amount of wuse
he materials, however, is being
by non-university readers both in
outside the State,

A comprehensive acquisition poli-
evails for most forms of materi-
including archives and manuscripts,
pamphlets, periodicals, maps,
sides, newspapers, and government
icationss The West Virginia Col-~
n is organized as a subject de-~
t in the Iibrary to coordinate
8 acquisition, processing and serv-
of these materialss For pur-
s of administration the Collection

ided into three sections—Ar-
-and Manuscripts, the  West Vir-
a Room and Photoduplication,

Manuscripts

The origins of the manuscript col-
lon go back to the early thirties,
- period when many college and
ty depositories began signifi-
expansions in manuscript and ar-
L activity. While scattered manu-
ript items were acquired by the Li-
from the earliest years, it was
1930, under the direction of
Charles Hs Ambler, that a
acquisitions program was start-
est Virginia University,

The collecting activities of Dr.
, carried on later by Professor
3 P Summers, resulted in the ac-
on of a number of rich collec-
. But more important, perhaps,

r implanting about the State

on of historical records,"Grand~-

of the importance of the pres-

fatherts old letters,% the records of
defunct business enterprises, and non-
current public archives began to be
viewed in a new light when their value
was pointed out, The splendid gener—~
osity of hundreds of donors of collec-
tions in the past quarter-century at-
test to an increasing awareness of the
importance of the preservation of man-
uscripts among persons in all parts of
the State,

The manuscript program at West
Virginia University was strengthened
in 1933 by the creation of a Division
of Documents within the ILibrary, and
by an act of the Legislature in 1934
which authorized the University to ac-
cept State and local government ar-
chives,

The Library holds the papers of
nine governors of the State, in whole
or in part, totaling some 175,000 i~

tems, There are personal and business
papers of many of the pioneers and
leaders in the development of the
State, including Stephen B. Eikins,

Alston Ge Dayton, Henry Ge. Davis, Ira
Es Robinson, dJonathan M, Bennett,
Johnson N, Camden, Guy D and Nathan
Goff, Peter Ge Van Winkle, and Waitman
Te Willey,

Two of the State's outstanding
historians are represented in the col-
lections of Charles H., Ambler and
James M, Callahan, Manuscripts and
other materials of Melville Davisson
Post, the author and lawyer, and Dre
I, Co White have been acquired recent-
lye

County court records dating {from
1736 have been transferred to the Col-
lection from fifteen counties,

These






