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A.L.A, MID-WINTER MEETING, A REPORT
by MARK CRUM

Miami Beach was cancelled as a
site for the suwmer conference in 1934
fdue to the inability of Miami Beach
to meet the A.L.,4,'s anti~discrimin-
ation policy," (The anncuncement of
this action was applanded by the audi-
ence,) Instead, Minneapolis, Mimn,. is
to be A,L.A.'s host from June 20 to 23,
1954,

The pre-conference sessions for
state and re;ional litwrary association
officers were very ;ood. Mostly panel
type programs, they yielded several
valuable ideas for improvements, Ac~-
gording to the thinking of those =re-
sent, priority should be yiven the
followin; functions or activities hy
state and regional library associa-
tions durings 1953: 1) censorship 2)
recruitment 3) elevation of profess-
ional standards 4) passa e of library
services! bill,

In discussing the question wheth-
er an association should have an gxege
ytive board or a piannin:: comaittee or
both, it was pointed out that only
nine states do not have some kind of a
planning comittee and that the chisf
advantase of such a cormittee is the
continuity which it provides. Dis-
trict  meetincg within a state were
discussed. lowa was cited as one state
which has an exemplary systen of dis.
trict meetings attended by the vice-
president and president-elect of the
association,

The problem of attracting and en-
couraping the particination of teacher
librarians in state associations was
also discussed, Proposed methods for
solving the problem included: a worke-
shop for teachers at the state agscei-
ation mectings; devotion of issues of
state association publications to dif-

ferent types of libraries, including
school librarieszappointment of school
librarians to commnittees and as offi-
cers in the state associations,

Ancther subject of intevest to us
was discussed--—~the paid secretary for
the assgociation, Michiran, California,
and Ohio have part time paid seerctar-
ies, Their duties are usually editing
the publiestion and handling member-
ships, One dele;ate said that having
a paid secretary made it easier to get
a vresident bLecause dutieg were less.

Reional asscociations were dis-
cussed briefly and the conclusgion was
reached that they ouzht to exist only
if there are common problems reguiring
a joint solution, Amon; the regponsi-
bilities of the state assoclation was
listed that of having representatives
present at non-library but related
activities,

The second of the three pre-con-
ference sessions for library associ-
ation officers besan with a consider-
ation of the problem of a dele;ate to
council representing the menmbership
adequately., It was recosnized that in
many cases the delegate received no
instructions, nor did he know his con-
stitveney intimately enouh to reflect
its wishes accurately, The nrocess of
reporting back to the association was
acknowlied ;eit to be equally noor, An
association manual was looked upon as
one nlace where instructions to couns
cilors mi ht be profitably set forth,

In considering the relationship
between A.InA. and local asgociations
one speaker pointed out that field
workers from A,L.A, vere needed as
well as a headguarters file of re-
gourrce people to he used on prosrams,
The state association should keep its
nembers iInformed about legislation of
interest to the profession, including




Mareh 1933 WEST VIRGINIA LITRARIES =D
detrimental lerislation, Concerning LIBRARY SHRVICES BILL TO BE INTRODUCED

Joint efforts in nublic relstionsg the
desirability of a nationwide campaipgn
for improvement in libraries similar
to the current one for public scheools
and teachors wag mentioned. Hational
Library Veek, educational T~V, and the
UFESCO gift coupons were also mention-
ed as possible publicity projects for
Joint cooperation,

The reymlarly scheduled portion
of the Midwinter meetinz heran on Tues-
day, following the above described
workshop. The aection talen by Council
is perhaps the rmost important business
to be reported herc,

The president's rencrt indicated
that the finaneial condition of our
national associaticn is the healthiest
that it has been for years, One in-
portant problem which continnes is
that of a fair distribution of dues
between the cencral and divisionsl in-
terests of the association. The list
of notzble books for 1952 were proserit-
ed to Council in the form of a report
from the Public Libraries Division,
(A, L.A.Bull, ,bar,1953, p.108-7 --Ed.)
Reports werzs had from othcer boards and
committecs, but little new lepislative
action was taken by Council,

The Ingsurance for Librarics Con-
mittee announcad a new cet of values
on books and certain other library
materials, Thesc arc the first frosh
firures for pencral application since
those published by a previous comrit-
tee in 1935 and repested in Miss
Sin er's 1948 mamphlet on The Insur-
ance of Librarics, These fijures werc
published in the A.L.A.Bulletin, Ieb~
ruary, 1952, p.5l,

President Downs reported that the
characier of the Midwinter meotings
is chanpging away fron prograns tewards
business sessions. Vhatever the chor-
acter of the mectings, it is a thrill
te be there, to see tho lsadors in ace
tion, perhaps to participate a little,
and to see the machincry of A.L.A, in
motion,

IN CONGRESS, YOUR SUPTORT IS FEEDED,

The 83d Congress is well undarway.
The Lihrary Scrvieces Bill will soon be
introdueced in both Houses of Con ress,
Amon; the sponsors, who will introduce
the bill,is West Virginials Democratie
Con;ressman, Cleveland M, Bailey. Con-
rressman  Bailey is also a menbor of
the House Commitiee on ¥ducatlion and
Lebor, to which the Bill will be reo-
ferced ofter introduction. In the Sen-
atc, a Republican sponsored bill will
he re-introduced, and referred to the
Senste Labor and Puhlic Welfare Com-
nittee, Democratic Scnator MHatthew M.
ieely, W,Va., is a nmeaber of this Com-
witteo,

"he Library Sorvices Bill provides:
1) for an authorizzd aporovriation of
$7,500,000 a year for a S=year period,
2} for zllocation of the appropriated
nongy to the states on a mateching ba-~
sis, Baeh state would roceive an o~
riginal a2llotment of 40,000, with the
oxcontion of the Vir:iin Iglands which
would receive 10,000, plus additional
fundg basad on the rural ponulation of
the U,5, This ncney 1s matched by the
state on the hasis of the per capita
inconz of the stnte as comparced to na-
tional por capita income, 3) that cach
state, to receive funds, must prenare
a statec nlan for the further extension
of public library secrvices to bc sub-
nitted to the Comnissioner of Educa-
tion, 4) that thc Commissioner of Edu-
cation sghall administer the progran
mdar the Library Scrvices Aet, Libra-~
rians may writc their Congrressmen for
éopilcs of the Bill after its introdue-
tion to nsc in ovubliicizing the bill,

Reports and  discussions at the
Midewinter mecting of GCoordinators,
State Idbrary Association Presidents,
State Librery Ajorcies Dircetors, and
the Fadcoral Relations Cormittee
strossed the importence of this legis-
lation, Director Julia D, Bennett of

the A.L.A. Washin:ton Officc prescnted
a conmprechensive report oa The Bill,and
stregsed the neced for cooperative hard









