Public Libraries Division : a subjective report

The Public Libraries Division presented Spring Fling with considerable help of the Marshall University team.  In spite of our hapless mailing house and other disasters, the Fling made a profit in excess of $2,000.  We experimented with Wed./Thurs. dates, a nearly paperless conference and having the Governor of West Virginia as a luncheon speaker.  What better was to introduce the range of needs, skills and individuals in our profession? Generally our experiments were successful.  An example of our achievements occurred when the Governor wanted to write his newsletter about Summer Reading Programs and Education.  He contacted librarians and communicated our message correctly.

My attempt to create a visual snapshot of West Virginia Libraries as an educational device died on the vine due to lack of interest.  I still think it is a worthy project and would be glad to help in the effort in the future.

Recommendations for the future:
We should step out from behind our computers to communicate with our elected officials.  Librarians need to become primary advocates for their patrons and themselves.
We have an appointed Spring Fling Committee.  It is too big an undertaking for one librarian.
We support each others’ attempts to innovate and explore for the benefit of all.

Respectfully submitted:
Jane Levitan
Public Libraries Division Chairperson
