Report from WVLA Social Responsibilities Round Table, November 2009
The SRRT promotes social responsibility as a core value of librarianship and provides a forum for the discussion of our responsibilities in relation to the challenges of social change. 
The Social Responsibilities Round Table hosted a two-part session on the program for the WVLA Annual Conference, December 3-5, 2008 at the Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs. “West Virginia Libraries and Schools: Starting to Turn Greenish” took place in two back-to-back breakout sessions, first with three presenters, then with time for meeting the presenters, viewing their displays, sharing ideas, literature and the distribution of green films and eco-promos.  

The presenters included Allen Johnson, who described his networking with libraries, schools, communities and other agencies for the creation of pollinator gardens in WV. As Director of Pocahontas Free Libraries, he has worked to fund, purchase and circulate outdoor study and adventure gear, telescopes, etc., which encourage further interaction with nature in natural resource-rich Pocahontas County. Also, we celebrated with Allen the current release of the book “Holy Ground: A Gathering of Voices on Caring for Creation”, Lyndsay Moseley, ed., which contains an essay by Allen. 
Jane Levitan, Martinsburg-Berkeley County Youth Services Director, with the help of LSTA grants, has pioneered green youth programs in Berkeley County throughout the year. The programs, free of plastic prizes and photocopies, but full of plants, creatures and loads of fun, have been enthusiastically received by her large and growing group of participants, families and volunteers. Her photos and displays met with contagious enthusiasm.
Bill Willis, program coordinator for the Energy Efficiency Program (EEP), WV Division of Energy, provided an overview of state resources and assistance to agencies, schools, libraries and businesses seeking energy efficiency improvements. He is a certified lighting auditor, and involved in EEP’s commercial/industrial programs, the promotion of wind, biomass and recycling. Online resources help guide and evaluate the process.
The sessions were a larger undertaking, well worth the effort, for the group involved with SRRT this year. Our round table was further encouraged by the fact that also on this conference’s program was Steve Christo, Cabell County Public Library. His exciting  power point presentation about the planning and building of Cabell’s new green branch facility at Salt Rock was “What’s Red on the Outside and Green on the Inside?”

We met at the 2008 Annual Conference to brainstorm for 2009. There was a call for a new chairperson, but SRRT members feel they are already stretched in several directions. There was agreement to avoid purchasing ‘prizes’ next year, even if they are eco-friendly ones. Rather we will request budget money for three $250.00 mini-grants, which will be used either to support existing sustainable, progressive or socially conscious library projects, or to provide seed money for the initiation of new efforts along these lines. 

We decided to cancel our plans to host a speaker at Spring Fling, on the topic of the social responsibilities of libraries and librarians in the face of economic and social justice challenges in WV. We were pleased to find there were already similar programs in the works. We met to discuss how to spend our reduced budget this year. At some point we would like to purchase socially conscious periodicals and books to distribute perhaps with a ticket drawing. 
For further information, call Jane Hearne at the Pennsboro Branch/Ritchie County Library, 304-659-2197. E-mail: hearnej@mail.mln.lib.wv.us

