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March:  Karen Figgatt and Celene Seymour participated in WVLA Legislative Day on March 3.  They met with Senators Palumbo, Wells and a representative of Senator McCabe regarding support for H.B. 2732, which requires a school librarian in every school.  Karen attended, as an affiliate member, the AASL Region 4 meeting held in Knoxville, TN  on March 28th.

April: The Summer Refresher Planning Committee began meeting April 7 to create excitement for this year’s event. Celene Seymour has obtained grant funding to bring Keith Curry Lance to the refresher.

July: Karen Figgatt and Cathy Davis attended the ALA conference and participated as state coordinators in the Summit on L4L (Learning for Life), AASL’s new initiative, and attended the AASL Region 4 affiliate meetings at the conference as WV’s  representatives.
July:  WVLA Summer Refresher for School Librarians took place July 22-23 at Marshall University in Huntington.  Thirty-six librarians attended.  Keith Curry Lance, nationally known researcher on the impact of school libraries on student achievement, participated in a number of sessions and gave the keynote speech at the dinner meeting.  Although we had hoped for a large number of participants, the small group was able to bond and network (including a late-night bull session in the university dorm).   Shari Heywood and Lynn Greter served with the co-chairs on the planning committee for the refresher.
Following the refresher, a number of librarians stayed to work on developing a job description and procedures manual for WV school librarians. School librarians were encouraged to submit proposals for the fall conference and a number had their proposals accepted.  
September:  Cathy Davis attended an interim legislative meeting of several delegates who will propose another bill in the 2010 Legislative session to require one school librarian in every state school. This is almost the same bill that was proposed in the 2009 session, but the phrase “one school library media specialist for every 250 students” was removed from the new bill’s language. Delegates said they will work harder to get the House Education Committee chairperson (Del. Poling) to bring this bill to a vote in the House. Del. Poling sat on the bill in 2009 and it was never even allowed to be discussed.
The Summer Refresher planning committee members came together for a discussion of the evaluations from attendees of the refresher. The consensus was participants liked the two day concept and wanted to have it earlier in the summer. Several librarians volunteered the use of their school. We will have Summer Refresher 2010 at Braxton County Middle School, June 14 and 15. 
