ALA Councilor’s Report 

To the 

West Virginia Library Association
Linda Blake

I want to thank the West Virginia Library Association and the WVU Libraries for giving me the opportunity to represent you as your Councilor to the American Library Association.  I learned so much about the inner workings of ALA and was able to keep abreast of what is happening with libraries across the nation.  


This report contains revised versions of the reports I submitted to the WVLA listserv for ALA Mid-Winter and the Annual Conference.

Mid-Winter
Attendance was lower this year than the past 2 years, but it was attributed to the location not being a major population center.

To put things in perspective, I’m including the programmatic priorities for ALA.  These are from ALAExecutive Director Keith Michael Fiels’ presentation.

· Diversity

· Equitable access to information and library services

· Education and lifelong learning

· Intellectual freedom

· Advocacy for libraries and the profession

· Literacy

· Organization excellence

Report from ALA’s sister organization Allied Professionals Association (ALA-APA)

· Library Support Staff Certification Program (http://www.ala-apa.org/certification/supportstaff.html)  (*under development)

· targeted at public and academic library support staff.  Cost: $350 gets access to a portfolio, an organized set of document, for 4 years.  

· the competences in Appendix B of the report are of interest and could be used for evaluating job candidates and current employees.  The 

· course will be workshops or institutes from providers not ALA 

· Certified Public Library Administrator Program (http://www.ala-apa.org/certification/cplaapplication.html)

· 9 librarians have completed the program and use the CPLA designation; total course enrollment is 557 students

· Course providers are Public Library Association, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, University of Texas LE@D program and Southeastern Massachusetts Library System

Some resolutions and actions of interest:

· Commending Barack Obama on His Commitment to Open and Transparency in Government

· Support of the Reauthorization of the Library Services and Technology Act

· Connection Between the Recent Gaza Conflict and Libraries; we defeated Understanding Gaza—One Conference, One Book

· Accessible Computer Workstations at ALA conferences

· Access for Physical Mobility Impaired Conference Attendees

· After much discussion we approved the ALA Core Competences of Librarianship.  I wanted to provide the URL, but the competences haven not yet been posted.

· Committee on Organization recommended name changes

· Library Advocacy Committee (LAC) to Committee on Library Advocacy (COLA)

· Orientation, Training and Leadership Development Committee (OTLD) to Training, Orientation and Leadership Development Committee (TOLD)

· Association for Library Trustees and Advocates (ALTA) and Friends of Libraries USA (FOLUSA) to Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations (ALTAFF)

· A lengthy report from the Task Force on Electronic Participation. One issue is the loss of revenue from conference attendance as opposed to allowing those who do not have the funds to travel to participate in ALA governance.

Here are some interesting items from the Chapter Relations meetings.  

· Representatives of ALA staffed booths at the conferences of the International City Management Association and the National League of Cities.  ALA will have exhibits at the American Association of School Administrators and the National Association of Counties.  These are advocacy avenues which WVLA could explore.

· We had a Capwiz users meeting where various states expressed how they were using Capwiz for advocacy to law makers, and questions regarding use of Capwiz were answered.

· Documents from the chapter leaders’ orientation include a chapter councilor’s job description.  I saved all of these documents to give to the next WVLA councilor.

· A broadband project through the Gates Foundation is underway in these states:  Texas, California, Arizona, Virginia, and Massachusetts.  They are managed through the state library association.  They don’t know if they will bring the project to all the states.

· For the 2010 plan, Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels announced a formal needs assessment asking the question, “How can ALA be more helpful?”  There will be more on that at the annual conference.  They have asked to sponsor town hall meetings at state association conferences.

Annual Conference
The attendance at the 2009 annual ALA convention surpassed the attendance in Washington.  Attendance is compared to Washington because it was on the East coast as opposed to Anaheim on the west coast where attendance tends to be lower.  Total attendance at ALA annual in Chicago: 28,941. 
Being your diligent ALA Chapter Councilor, I attended all of the membership meetings, chapter relations and chapter councilor meetings, ALA Council meetings, and the forums where we hash out issues with resolutions coming to Council floor.  I will just highlight a few of the salient points and actions.  I provided much more detail, actually almost minute by minute, during Council sessions, through my Twitter posts.  
The Chapter Relations Committee distributed its 2010 plan and the results of a needs assessment at our meeting.  I am pleased that this committee is moving toward more of a discussion of common problems among the chapters and getting away from merely receiving reports from ALA officials.  One of the reports which was interesting was on the Emerging Leaders poster session on millennial librarians and millennial library workers.  The Emerging Leaders are young (yes, there is an age cut off) librarians who are being mentored to be leaders in ALA and its affiliates. WVLA could sponsor an emerging leader for $1,000.
The subject of the first membership meeting was “Libraries in Tough Times.”  We heard about how California advocated for libraries and how ALA worked with them.  We also heard from a consultant to the ALA Washington office regarding government funding and libraries.  President elect Camille Alire’s initiative for the upcoming year is called “Libraries: the Heart of All Communities.”  She will also be stressing the importance of literacy.  A resolution on civil marriage equality regardless of sexual orientation was passed during Membership I and was also passed by Council later.  A resolution on ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan was passed by the membership, but it failed in Council later. 
During the information period of Council I, we learned that the ALA Executive Director has taken some steps to reduce costs in light of the Association’s not meeting budget.  During Council I,  Judy Rule, as our incoming president, was recognized with other chapter leaders.   
There was an extensive discussion regarding Council transparency.  Some Councilors feel that the membership should have real time access to Council proceedings.  

During the ALA/Allied Professionals Association meeting we learned that ALA/APA is trying to stay afloat.  We received a report on the Certified Public Library Administration Program and we passed a resolution on overtime pay protection.  

During Council II, the Policy Review Committee moved to remove a clause about censuring organizations because of racism from the policies. Some Councilors felt that the policy should remain as an historical artifact.  We adopted a new dues structure for organizations including school districts for the first time.  We removed a clause from a resolution on educating the membership on ethics.  The defeated clause named a specific organization, the Institute for Global Ethics, to provide the training.  We passed the resolution without that clause.
Almost the first orders of business in Council III, was the presentation of the memorial resolutions from each state, including West Virginia (see attached), for Judith Krug.  The leather-bound notebook with the resolutions will be presented to her family.  Other Council actions and resolutions:

Constitution & By-Laws Committee asked for endorsement of electronic voting
Approved the formation of a committee to examine the Google book settlement

Resolutions to support GPO's mission; support of Federal Research Public Access Act; digitization of federal publications; support of the American Historical Records Act; and reauthorization of sec. 215 of the USA PATRIOT ACT
The Committee on Organization (COO) asked that the name of Continuing Library Education & Networking Exchange Round Table be changed to Learning Round Table (Learn)
Resolution on Intergeneration Day, Sunday, October 4, 2009

Resolution supporting alternative healthcare in which ALA "reaffirms its support of an affordable universal healthcare including a single-payer healthcare option."

Resolution on action plan to remedy current library budget crisis with an amendment to stress importance of libraries during an economic crisis
My term as ALA Chapter Councilor for West Virginia has ended.  It’s been quite a learning experience.  I plan to provide my successor with a thorough introduction to the process, policies, and key ALA players.  Thank you to the West Virginia Library Association and the WVU Libraries for this opportunity.  If you have any questions about my report or need amplification of any of the issues, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
Memorial Resolution for Judith Krug
(1940-2009)
Whereas, Judith Krug was the public face of our profession’s stand on intellectual freedom, privacy rights, equal access to information, and the First and Fourth Amendments of the Constitution of the United States; and
Whereas, Judith Krug created Banned Books Week in 1982 as a means of recognizing challenged materials and calling attention to the right to read; and

Whereas, Judith Krug, served as Executive Director of the Freedom to Read Foundation and the Director of the Office for Intellectual Freedom of the American Library Association for over 40 years; and
Whereas, Judith Krug offered an encouraging voice and demonstrated her persistence and passion to those fighting censorship during the Kanawha County, West Virginia  textbook controversy in 1974; and 
Whereas Judith Krug served as a strong ally against censorship by visiting West Virginia in an effort to combat fear during the Kanawha County textbook controversy and to show support from the American Library Association; and

Whereas Judith Krug came to West Virginia to inspire the state’s librarians in their early efforts to oppose censorship of the Internet on state funded computer networks; now, therefore, be it 
Resolved that the West Virginia Library Association Executive Board on behalf of its members recognizes Judith Krug for her contribution in support of the nation’s freedom of speech rights and particularly her support of those rights in West Virginia, and

Resolved that the West Virginia Library Association Executive Board on behalf of its members salutes Judith Krug’s legacy and expresses sincere condolences to her family, and 

Resolved that the West Virginia Library Association Executive Board on behalf of its members send this resolution to the family of Judith Krug, and present it to the American Library Association at its annual conference in Chicago, July 10 – 15, 2009.

____________________________________________________________________

Adopted by the West Virginia Library Association Executive Board on behalf of its members at its quarterly meeting, June 5, 2009.

Brian E, Raitz

President

West Virginia Library Association
