Report from WVLA Social Responsibilities Round Table, November 2008

The past year has seen some growth and increased interest in WVLA’s Social Responsibilities Round Table. At present, SRRT is a group of 8, which has worked as a team, communicating via group e-mail and planning sessions at conference times. 

At WVLA Annual Fall Conference 2007, SRRT hosted a poster session featuring green library projects, and the group used its budget money to give each WV library facility a pack of compact fluorescent bulbs. This drew interest and information exchange from librarians interested in more sustainable library facilities and practices. 

At Spring Fling 2008 SRRT once again set up a green libraries table display to share ideas, clarify the role of this round table, and to give away eco-prizes. At that time, we met to plan for the fall conference, and it was decided to continue to build on the sustainability theme.

For the first time, SRRT is hosting a panel discussion at the 2008 WVLA Conference. It will take place during two 50 minutes time slots on “WV Schools and Libraries – Starting to Turn Greenish”. Our team is excited to learn that a second green presentation will take place at conference, with Steve Christo describing the new environmentally-friendly branch facility at Salt Rock in Cabell County. 

We will meet while at conference to discuss our focus for the coming year. ALA’s Social Responsibilities Round Table currently has task forces on the topics of alternative media sources, the environment, hunger-homelessness-poverty, feminism,  human rights and Martin Luther King, Jr. Day promotion.

The Social Responsibilities Round Table of the American Library Association has worked since 1969 to make ALA more democratic and to promote a more progressive agenda. Its members, supporters and those of WVLA’s SRRT agree to promote social responsibility as a core value of librarianship and to provide a forum for the discussion of our responsibilities in relation to problems of social change which face libraries and librarians today. We encourage all who are interested to contact Jane Hearne, Ritchie County Library – Pennsboro Branch at 304-659-2197 or e-mail: hearnej@mail.mln.lib.wv.us
