Greetings,
It is that time again to register for the WVLA Fall Conference.  I believe that we have an excellent conference planned and the Stonewall Resort is a wonderful place to enjoy in the fall of the year.  The highlight of the conference will be having Joe Raiola Senior Editor from Mad Magazine with us to speak not only at the banquet but also at a breakout session in the afternoon with JD Waggoner so that too will be fun and informative.  His presentation is called the “Joy of Censorship,” a look at censorship from a humorous point of view.  He has given this presentation in forty states but never in West Virginia.  All attendees will receive a copy of Mad Magazine with your registration.

The schedule that is enclosed is not the final one but I have confirmed most of the programs and hope to keep them at the time allotted on this preliminary schedule.  My theme this year is “Let’s Grow WVLA Together” and the program for the conference should allow us to “grow together.”  Not only do we have the keynote speaker talking about censorship, we will also have a program on the Kanawha County Textbook controversy which is a little different from what we ordinarily think of censorship.  We are going to start the meeting with breakout sessions and then go to our first general session, I hope.  This may change and the keynote speaker will be announced later.  Please watch the WV Blog (http://wlva2010.blogspot.com) for changes in the schedule.  This is tentative so it may change.
There is one other thing about the schedule and that is the pre-conference.  We have not had a pre-conference meeting for a number of years but thanks to the Library Commission we have the opportunity to have Valerie Gross give her presentation about the terms we use to tell the world and our communities what we do.  If we used different terms and not “libraryese” to describe then maybe we would be viewed in a different light.

A tour of the old Weston State Hospital is planned for Wednesday evening and after that I have heard that a Halloween party is being planned.   Bring your costume and dancing shoes so that we can party (but not all night!) and then be ready to enjoy the programs planned for Thursday.   There should be plenty to do at the Resort.  The grounds are lovely and just to walk outside would be a pleasure.

Please make your reservations with Stonewall Resort by calling 304-269-7400 or 888-278-8150 or by going to their web site www.stonewallresort.com.  Reservations should be made before September  10, 2010 to ensure that you will get a room. Be sure to tell them you are with WVLA.  Our block of rooms is being released on that date.

Come and be prepared to have a good time, renew acquaintances, and learn much that you can take back to your libraries and implement.  Come and “Let’s Grow WVLA Together.”
Sincerely,

Judy K. Rule

President
