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SAVING WEST VIRGINIA RESIDENTS MONEY AND ENERGY

According to the Alliance to Save Energy, a West Virginia household spends $2,168 annually on energy costs:
· 27 percent on cooling

· 47 percent on heating

· 6 percent on refrigerator

· 14 percent on water heater

· 6 percent on appliances and lights

What can a homeowner do?

1. Perform a home energy audit.

2. Use ENERGY STAR lighting and appliances.

3. Heat and cool efficiently. Have your heating and cooling equipment serviced annually and remember to replace air filters at least every three months. Use a programmable thermostat, and when it’s time to replace old equipment, choose an ENERGY STAR qualified model.
Programmable thermostats automatically adjust your home's temperature settings, allowing you to save energy while you're away or sleeping.

They:

· are more convenient and accurate than manual thermostats and improve your home's comfort

· contain no mercury

· save energy and save money on utility bills — when used properly, about $100/year. For every degree you turn down your thermostat at night, you save 3 percent of your heating costs
· are better for the environment, since using less energy helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with energy production

4. Improve your home's envelope: its outer walls, ceiling, windows and floors.
· Seal air leaks to stop drafts; caulk is cheap; use it!
· Add insulation; 12 inches in ceiling; 6 inches in crawl space
· Choose ENERGY STAR qualified windows when replacing windows. (Double-paned windows are a must; vinyl window frames are better than aluminum.)
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FACTS:

· New homes built to the 2003 International Energy Conservation Code may save as much as 17 percent in heating and cooling costs or as much as $200 a year.

· Six counties and 50+ municipalities in West Virginia have voluntarily adopted the statewide building code. That means 39 percent of the state's population lives in areas covered by the code.

· The U.S. Department of Energy's Building Energy Codes Program has led to an estimated $4.2 billion in cumulative energy cost savings - enough to provide all of the energy requirements for over 3 million homes for a year.

· ENERGY STAR qualified bulbs use about 75 percent less energy than standard incandescent bulbs and last up to 10 times longer, saving about $30 or more in electricity costs over each bulb's lifetime.

· Products in more than 40 categories are eligible for the ENERGY STAR. They use less energy, save money, and help protect the environment.

RESOURCES:

· Visit www.energystar.gov for more information on products and practices for energy efficiency in homes and businesses.

· Visit the U.S. Department of Energy's Resource Center at www.energycodes.gov. Learn how to construct an insulation box to cover steps leading to your attic. This site also offers free software called ResCheck and ComCheck to survey a building's energy code compliance as well as free training on these software tools.
· The West Virginia Division of Energy and the Building Codes Assistance Project sponsor the "Code College Network" to provide online training videos on current building practices. View the current network at www.codecollegenetwork.com/wv/.[image: image3.png]
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