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Authority Control

What is it?
Why is it important?
How do we do it?



Why Is It Important?



What to Look For

Fixed fields
Geographic subdivision
Type of series
Series numbering
Name, subject, or series use



What to Look For

Variable fields
O50 call number
1XX authorized form
4XX “See from tracing fields”
5XX “See also from tracing fields”
64X series headings
67X notes



Name Authority Record



Original Authority Record



Subject Authority Record



Series Authority Record



Related Series Authority Record



Where Do We Obtain 
Authority Records?

OCLC or other utility
Web pages of LC and NLM

http://authorities.loc.gov/
http://www.locatorplus.gov/

LC Red Books (for subjects only)



When Does a Heading Need 
Authority Control?

Reports generated by your system
Just by finding it while looking for 
something else
LC Subject Headings Weekly Lists 
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/cpso.html

Cataloging Service Bulletin



When Does a Heading Need 
Authority Control?

LC Subject Headings Manual--Subject 
Headings
Freefloating Subdivisions
Patrons and librarians 



What Kind of Changes?

Headings that have changed to a different 
form
Headings that are “see from” forms
Headings that are in a pre-AACR2 form
Typographical errors in library databases 
http://faculty.quinnipiac.edu/libraries/tballar
d/typoscomplete.html



How Do We Change 
Headings?

Manually
Global Headings Change feature of your 
system
Batch Cat (for Voyager Libraries)
http://www.library.northwestern.edu/public/

Vendors



Voyager Authority Validation



See Reference Heading



Authority Record



Batch Cat Changes



Heading After Changes



See Reference Heading Not 
Apparent



Authority Record with 4XX
Added



Heading After Changes



See Reference Heading



Authority Record



Heading After Changes



How Do We Create an Original 
Authority Record?

Item in hand
Search the heading in your catalog and 
OCLC
NUC Mansell pre-1956 (for older 
materials)
Web



So You Think This Is Easy?



Authority Vendors

Marcive www.marcive.com
Library Technologies, Inc. 
www.librarytech.com
MARS OCLC (now Backstage Library 
Works) www.marclink.com



Resources
Maxwell, Robert L. Maxwell’s Guide to Authority 
Work.  Chicago:  ALA, 2002.
NACO Participants’ Manual, 3rd Ed. 
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/naco/npm3rd.pdf
Library of Congress Rule Interpretations
LC Cataloging Policy and Support Office 
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/cpso.html
LC Authorities http://authorities.loc.gov/
MARC Standards http://www.loc.gov/marc/



Questions?

Gordon.Ernst@mail.wvu.edu
304 293-4040 x4034


