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The goals of this talk will be to:

• Look at how children search the online 
catalog

• Look at how parents and educators 
search for children  material

• Create the bibliographic record   



User patterns and attitudes of 
children

• Children love the online catalog
• Searching for them is an interactive 

game
• Young children need catalogs that are 

touch screen and have icons (images) to 
represent concepts or facets

• Older children conduct successful 
searches provided that the terminology 
in the subject headings matches the 
terminology that they use.  



• Children express themselves in general 
terms

• Have not mastered facets or subject 
concepts such as fiction or non fiction 

• Children tend think in verbs rather than 
nouns 

• Role of a children’s librarian is to teach the 
child user to become an independent 
searcher.  



Children search online catalogs

• Author
• Title
• Series
• Keyword and browse



Adults search online catalog

• Keyword
• Subject
• Author/Title



Catalogs for everyone

• Card catalog was designed for the 
professional user

• Electronic catalogs allow us to provide 
simplified searching interfaces while 
performing complex search algorithms 
behind the scenes

• Even though the e-catalog is adaptable to 
various users; adult user needs are given 
priority.   



Things to consider with an 
online catalog

• Identification of material (Description)
With keyword every word is an 
access point.
Am I giving the user enough 
information about an item for them to 
be able to make a decision prior to 
going to the stacks?



• Recall (Subject headings and indexing)
Are my search terms pulling out ALL of the 
existing information in my library on a 
given topic. 

• Precision
How precisely do the results match the 
search?
Are my results relevant to my search?



• Usability
What types of searches is my OPAC 
providing? 
Is the display pleasing to the eye and 
organized that it makes sense to the 
user?
Does it include icons? (good for non
English speakers or children)



What kind of technology is being used to 
interact with the PC? 

Keyboard? (knowledge of 
spelling)
mouse?   ( point and click)  
touch screen? ( touch)

What is the navigation like?
Is it intuitive? 
Will my users be lost with all of 
the clicking? 



• Cost
Computer technology: the cost is up 
front.
Continuous commitment to funding
How much of this can I afford? 



The Bibliographic Record



Things to include when creating 
a juvenile bibliographic record

• Bibliographic information
• For fiction, include a summary
• Item’s level of reading difficulty 



• Simple subject headings

• Not the same need for objectivity as in 
adult literature records; however the need 
for consistency and uniformity remains.



Fields used in juvenile records

010 Library of Congress Control Number
020 International Standard Book Number
050 Library of Congress Call Number
082 Dewey Decimal Classification



100 Main entry – Personal name
110 Main entry – Corporate name
130 Main entry – Uniform title



245 Title : subtitle / statement of 
responsibility (author, 
illustrator, and translator)

246 Variations on title
250 Edition statement
260 Publication and/or distribution; 

publication, copyright, or printing 
date



300 Physical description (extent of the 
item, illustrations, and the size of 
the item)

440 Traced series 

490  Series on the book but is traced 
differently in the 830



500 General notes
521 Target audience note [ curriculum  

enhanced MARC]
505 Contents notes
520 Summary note
526 Study program information note 

[curriculum enhanced MARC]
546 Language note
586 Awards note



600 Subject heading – Personal name
650 Subject heading – Topical term
651 Subject heading – Geographic 

name
655 Index term – Genre/Form term
658 Index term – Curriculum objective 

[curriculum enhanced MARC]



700 Added entry – Personal name
710 Added entry – Corporate name
730 Added entry -- Uniform title 
800 Series added entry – Personal 

name
830 Series added entry 
856 Electronic location and access



Let’s take an in-depth look



Description



Audience Code (Audn)



OCLC’s bibliographic formats & 
standards (FF:9) 





245 Title / author; translator  ; 
illustrator

• In children’s fiction, the translator 
and illustrator are as important as 
the author and therefore traced as 
added entries.



Rule 21.30KI (ACR2 rev. 2002) 
tells us about translators:



LC practice for translators: 



Rule 21.30K AACR2 tells us 
about illustrators:



LC practice for illustrators

(Make an added entry under the heading 
for an illustrator in all cases of resources
intended for children.) 



OCLC # 54853029



300 Physical Description
What happens when the item is unnumbered?
AACR2 rule 2.5B7 tells us:



LC practice for unnumbered 
books



However…



In the case of children’s books, 
pages should be counted or 
approximated.

See handout for unnumbered 
works.  



521 Target Audience Note
(used for books in elementary   
school libraries; used for AV
material in all libraries) 

• Records the reading grade level

• Records the interest age level or 
interest grade level.



E.g.
521  0     3.1
[The reading level is for the first month of 
the third grade]
521  1 008-012
[ The item is of interest to those aged 8-
12].
521  2   7 & up
[ The item is of interest to those in the 

seventh grade and up.]
521  2   K-3. #b Follet Library Book Co.
[ # b is the agency who assigned the 
level] 



General target audience notes

521  Junior high school through college 
students and adults.
[absence of indicators will generate the 
note: “audience:” (In OCLC WorldCat.) ]



Since notes can be taken from any source,
the summary can be taken from the book’s 
abstract, publisher information, book 
review, or can be composed by the 
cataloger.
When cataloging for kids, keep the 
wording simple.  

520 Summary note



Suggestion from Sweden:

In giving the summary of the book 
emphasize when and where the 
action takes place. Also, what is 
desired emotional outcome of 
the book. Is it a funny story, sad 
story, interesting story, etc.



Examples of summaries

• Would this terminology be appropriate for 
the child user? 

“Timmy, the hare, learns how to be friends 
with a bear cub when playing ball in the 
forest.”



Compare…



526 Study program information 
note

(used for school K-12 libraries)
Used primarily for formal curriculum-based 

study or reading programs.
Indicator “0” generates the display “Reading 

program:”
Subfields
# a: program name
# b: Interest level 
# c: Reading level



E.g.

526 0 Accelerated Reader/Advantage 
Learning Systems #b 5.0 #c 4.0

526 0 That’s a fact, Jack! #b 5.5 #c 4.5

526 8 #i 2004 selection for: #a Happy
Valley Reading Club



586 Awards Note

• Note about the awards associated with 
the item.

586 Caldecott Medal, 2004.
586 Newbery Medal, 2004.  



Subject headings



• Sears: Subject headings scheme for 
school (K-12) and small to medium size 
public libraries. [650  8]

• Library of Congress: Subject headings 
scheme for large sized public libraries and 
academic and research libraries. [650  0]

• AC subject headings, also known as, 
juvenile subject headings or subject 
headings for children’s literature. This 
is basically LC for kids.  Used in Academic 
Libraries that have a special children’s 
collection and in public libraries. [650  1] 



OCLC no. 54500753

AC subject heading
LC subject heading



OCLC no. 6087747

Sears subject headings

AC subject headings



What is the difference between 
LC and Sears

• LC was designed for the professional 
user

• Sears was designed for the layman.

• Sears uses common day words ; 
LC uses technical/scientific terms



Sears uses one word 
nouns or simple phrases 
to express a concept; LC 
uses a complex string to 
express a concept.



E.g.
City planning (Sears)
Cities and towns #x Planning 
(LC-obsolete)
City planning (LC- current)

Banks and banking #x 
Accounting (LC – current)

U.S. –History—Colonial 
period,1600-1775 (Sears)



Sears uses direct geographic 
subdivisions; LC uses indirect 
subdivisions

Tobacco habit – Morgantown (Sears)
Tobacco use -- West Virginia ---
Morgantown (LC)



AC headings:
are headings used for the 
Annotated Card Program. LC now 
calls them “Juvenile Subject 
Headings or Subject Headings 
for Children’s Literature” They 
are available on Classification 
Plus database and OCLC.



These are simplified Library of 
Congress subject headings that use 
common terminology. 
The subject headings are part of a 
thesauri structure. They have cross 
references such as UF, Use, NT, BT. 
Headings not in LCSH have matching 
authorities, but there are exceptions 
like “friendship.”
Juvenile authorities have the prefix 
“sj” in front of the 010 record number.



Example of authority record for 
juvenile subject headings



Differences between AC and 
LCSH

AC headings do not use the subdivision
“-- Juvenile literature”
AC do not use juvenile form headings 
such as “Children’s poetry”, and 
“Children’s plays.”
Do not use “American” or  “—Unite States”
when the subject is general in nature



• Redundant words are omitted. E.g. “
Parties” is used instead of “Children’s 
parties.”

• Assignment of subject headings to fiction 
and nonfiction to bring out the most 
important aspects of the work.

• The subdivision “—Fiction” is used to 
identify fictional material.

• Assignment of both general and specific 
headings (e.g.. Turtles and Sea Turtles) to 
a work if both provide useful subject 
access.  



• Assignment of genre subject headings if it 
will be useful. E.g.. Jokes ; Stories in 
rhyme.

• Assignment of both popular and scientific 
terms for the same work depending who 
you are cataloging for.  E.g. Cats ; 
Felidae. 

DLC/DLC records provide both sets
of subject headings.



Example of AC and LC subject 
headings 



LC authority record



LC juvenile authority



Subject Analysis vs. Indexing
• Subject analysis, Subject heading 

assignment, Subject cataloging: Assign 
subject labels (terms) that together 
describe the work’s overall topic. The form 
and terminology is controlled by authority 
records

• Indexing: Assign terms that describe 
concepts in the  the book (keywords) or 
about the book (genre, form, curriculum) 
and the terminology is not controlled. 



655 Index term—Genre/Form
• Needs no control or authority work
• It has 2 indicators

1st indicator  [blank] basic (keyword)
0 faceted (thesauri)

2nd indicator 7 Source is specified in subfield 
#2

E.g. of most popular use
655 Picture books
655 7 Laminated marblewood bust #2 aat 



655 subfields
• #a focus term or keyword
• #b non-focus term (adjective)
• #x general subdivision (E.g. French)
• #y chronological subdivision
• #z geographic subdivision
• #v form
• #2 Source of term 
• #3 Specific material that the term applies

655  #3 Train schedules #a Fares



Example of 655 in bibliographic 
record



658 Index term –Curriculum 
Objective

To note curriculum or course-study 
objectives that the text book is being used 
for.

• Use terms found in published local or state 
sources.

• Place the main objective in # a
• Place the subordinate objective in #b
• Put the source in #2 



E.g.

658 Drug abuse awareness #b peer 
pressure. # 2 local

658  Math manipulatives #b fractions, 
decimals, percents, whole numbers, 
integers. #2 ohco  



Classification for children’s 
material

• Library of Congress
For non fiction use LC tables
For fiction, assign numbers from PZ
(Appalachian Collection’s children shelf at 
WVU)



Dewey Decimal Classification

• For fiction for preschool to second grade 
(K-2) or up to age 8, assign the letter E
(easy collection)

• For fiction for 3 grade (age 9 +) and up, 
assign the classification “Fic.”

• At WVU, for child fiction we assign 813 
regardless of age.



Example of a full juvenile record





Examples of kid catalogs

• Northbrook Public Library (Ill.)

• Arlington Public Library (Va.)

• Tempe Public Library (Ariz.)



Thank You for 
listening!


